Introduced by Council Members Crescimbeni, Holt and Carter &  

Co-sponsored by CM Jones:
RESOLUTION 2012-237
A RESOLUTION REGARDING THE JACKSONVILLE EQUESTRIAN CENTER; RECOGNIZING THE UNIQUE QUALITY OF MANAGING AN EQUESTRIAN CENTER AND THE SUCCESS OF HAVING A SINGULARLY FOCUSED SPECIALIZED FACILITY MANAGEMENT FOR THE EQUESTRIAN CENTER; ENCOURAGING THE MAYOR TO DIRECT THE PROCUREMENT DIVISION TO ISSUE A REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL FOR THE JACKSONVILLE EQUESTRIAN CENTER SEPARATE AND APART FROM ANY OTHER FACILITY MANAGEMENT REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
WHEREAS, the Jacksonville Equestrian Center is an equestrian facility at the Cecil Commerce Center in Jacksonville, Florida; and 

WHEREAS, the $25 million Equestrian Center, which was part of the 2000 Better Jacksonville Plan, consists of an indoor multi-purpose arena, officially named Championship Arena (capacity at 4,000), two outdoor competition arenas, two outdoor warm-up arenas, a turf arena, 426 permanent stalls, and 70 Full Service RV spaces; and

WHEREAS, the Jacksonville Equestrian Center had a grand opening in March, 2004 and since then has been home to several horse-related events from dressage to rodeo including the Royal Lipizzan Stallions to the 4-H annual horse show, as well as a number of non-equestrian events such as monster truck shows, demolition derby, concerts and band camp; and 
WHEREAS, in March 2012, the City of Jacksonville issues an Request for Proposal (RFP) for Facilities Maintenance Services (RFP P-08-12) soliciting responses for management of Everbank Field, Jacksonville Veterans Memorial Arena, Baseball Grounds of Jacksonville, Times Union Center for the Performing Arts, Equestrian Center, the Prime Osborn Convention Center, and the Ritz Theatre and Museum; 


WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Jacksonville desires to express its will and intent that the facility management of the Equestrian Center have a separate RFP for management of the Equestrian Center alone so as to focus on the unique characteristics of the Equestrian Center which will be certain to maximize the center to its highest and best use; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Council Encouragement.  The Council of the City of Jacksonville hereby encourages the Mayor to direct the Procurement Division to issue an Request for Proposal(“RFP”) for Facility Management of the Jacksonville Equestrian Center separate and apart from the Facilities Management RFP for all City venues.   The City Council further encourages publication of the Equestrian Center facility management RFP in horse facility management periodicals and to work with the current users of the Equestrian Center to suggest and disseminate the RFP to additional potential management company candidates.  Finally, as time is of the essence, the City Council requests that the RFP be finalized and circulated no later than May 11, 2012 which will require that the Procurement Division begin working on this project during the pendency of this legislation.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

   /s/ Margaret M. Sidman_______ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Margaret M. Sidman
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